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Corps makes permit determination, record of decision on  
Cape Wind wind energy facility proposal in Nantucket Sound  

 
CONCORD, Mass. – After reviewing the Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision on the 
Cape Wind, LLC wind energy facility proposal to construct 130 wind turbines in Nantucket Sound, Mass., that 
was compiled by the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE), the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District has made its determination under Section 10/Section 
404 jurisdiction to issue a Corps permit for the proposal. 
 
The application for the Cape Wind wind energy facility federal permit was filed with the Corps of Engineers in 
compliance with Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, which provides for federal regulation of any work 
in, or affecting navigable waters of the United States; and with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, which 
regulates the discharge or fill of material in United States waters, including wetlands. The Corps completed 
its Section 10/404 permit review and Record of Decision on Jan. 5, 2011 and issued a Corps permit for the 
proposal.  
 
The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement, formerly called Minerals 
Management Service (MMS), is the lead federal agency in the environmental review, as required by the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). BOEMRE released its Final Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) in January 2009 before making its Record of Decision (ROD) in April 2010. The Corps of Engineers 
has been one of many federal, state and local cooperating agencies in the environmental review process. 
The BOEMRE website with the EIS and Record of Decision is available at:  
http://www.boemre.gov/offshore/RenewableEnergy/CapeWindFEIS.htm. 

 
Information on the Corps of Engineers Record of Decision and permit determination is available on the Corps 
website at  http://www.nae.usace.army.mil. Select “Projects” and then “Cape Wind permit application” or go 
directly to the link at: http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/projects/ma/capeWind.htm. 
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